
GSH-Statutes 2016   

Güteschutzgemeinschaft Hartschaum e. V. 
 

GSH 

Güteschutzgemeinschaft 

Hartschaum e.V. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Statutes 
 
 

 
Güteschutzgemeinschaft  

Hartschaum e. V. 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Agreed at the General As-

sembly 2016, registered in 

the register of associations 

on 25.08.2016 

Schildenstraße 24 

D-29221 Celle 

Notified Body 0919 

ÜZ: ÜG 049 

Tel  +49 (0)5141-88 92 65 

Fax+49 (0)5141-88 92 67 

www.gsh.eu 

info@gsh.eu 

http://www.gsh.eu/


 
 
 
 
 

Content 
  Page 

1 Name of the association, domicile and legal domicile, place 
of execution and financial year 

2 

2 Purpose and function 3 
3 Membership 4 
4 Rights and obligations 5 
5 Committees of GSH 6 
6 General Assembly 7 
7 Group Meetings 8 
8 Board 9 
9 Head of administration 10 
10 Leader of the Certification Body 10 
11 Quality Committee / Technical Committee 11 
12 General rules for the committees according to section  5.1.2 

and 5.1.5 to 5.1.8 and other Committees 
13 

13 Financial Auditor 14 
14 Legal Committee 15 
15 Public Relations Committees 16 
16 Confidentiality 16 
17 Arbitral tribunal  16 

18 Dissolution of the Association 17 
19 Severability clause 17 

   
  

http://www.linguee.de/englisch-deutsch/uebersetzung/arbitral+tribunal.html
http://www.linguee.de/englisch-deutsch/uebersetzung/severability+clause.html


 2 

 

Güteschutzgemeinschaft Hartschaum e. V. 
 

 
1 

  
Name of the association, domicile and legal domicile, place of execution 
and financial year 

   
1.1  The GSH is a quality association in terms of the applicable principles for quality 

mark RAL, St. Augustin (German institut for quality assurance and marking e. 
V.) and bears the name 
 

"Güteschutzgemeinschaft Hartschaum e.V." 
 
hereafter named GSH. 

    
1.2  Furthermore it is a quality surveillance organization in terms of § 24c MBO or 

the  appropriate regulations of the relevant building regulations. 
   
1.3  The GSH is structured into the following categories :  
   
1.3.1  Group POLYSTYROL 
   
1.3.2  Group POLYURETHAN 
   
1.3.3  Group PHENOL 
   
1.3.4  Group Bound EPS 
   
1.3.5  Group Vacuum-Insulation Panels 
   
1.3.6  Group Flexible Elastomeric Foam / Polyethylene Foam 
   
1.4  Domicile, Place of implementation and jurisdiction of GSH is Celle. 
   
1.5 
 

 The GSH is registered in the register of associations of the local court Lüneburg 
and registered under the number 100887.  

   
1.6  The financial year is the calendar year. 
   
1.7 
 

 To the entire regulations of these statutes and the quality assurance of GSH be-
long :  
 
- rules of implementation for the award and use of the quality mark of  GSH  
and for the issuing of the certificate of compliance, 
 

  - the quality mark statutes for the quality mark Hartschaum, Vacuum-Insulation 
Panels and Flexible Elastomeric Foam / Polyethylene Foam,  

   
  - the quality and testing requirements of GSH according to the specialist field, 

see section 1.3.1 – 1.3.6, 
   
  - contribution rules  
   
  - arbitration agreement 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.linguee.de/englisch-deutsch/uebersetzung/register+of+associations.html
http://www.linguee.de/englisch-deutsch/uebersetzung/certificate+of+compliance.html
http://www.linguee.de/englisch-deutsch/uebersetzung/contribution+rules.html
http://www.linguee.de/englisch-deutsch/uebersetzung/arbitration+agreement.html
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2 Purpose and function 
 
2.1 RAL-Quality Assurance 

The association has the purpose to ensure the quality of insulating materials un-
der section 1.3 and to label product and performance with the RAL quality mark 
after the verification of RAL quality and testing regulations. 
  
GSH performs the RAL quality surveillance according to the appropriate quality 
and testing requirements and the implementing rules for the award and use of the 
respective quality mark and issues the mark of conformity.  
 
GSH supports and promotes the qualification of the entrusted people who deal 
with the practical application of insulating products (see section 1.3) through sem-
inars, regular training and tests. 
  

The respective quality and testing conditions are the basis for the surveillance 
and are always kept on the state of the art technology due to evaluation of the 
testing results, research and participation in the elaboration of relevant standards.  
 
 GSH takes notice of the common, non-economic issues from its member com-
panies and informs the public about the relevant RAL-quality assurance. 
  
GSH acts non-profitable and spends the financial resources exclusively for the 
achievement and security for the determed purpose, GSH is not an economic 
business company and does not fulfill market related tasks. 
 

GSH abstains any interventions in the business activities of its members. 
 

2.2 Building supervision 
GSH has furthermore the purpose to fulfill the safety goals of the state building 
laws, according to the respective valid sample building regulation “Musterbauord-
nung” (§ 3 MBO) and the construction products act. 
 

For this purpose the GSH performs as 
 
- Inspection Body for external monitoring § 25 section (1) no.4 MBO,  
- Certification Body § 25 section (1) no. 3 MBO. 
 
based on the state building regulations 
 
- Building rules list A “Bauregelliste A” part 1 and the announced, technical 

rules, 
- general building inspectorate approval,  
- general building inspectorate test certificates, 
- in acceptance on a case-by-case basis 
 
defined external monitoring including product testing with § 25 section (2) MBO 
and certification see § 25 section (1) MBO for insulating materials as listed in the 
official notification of recognition of the certification body. 
  

The GSH is recognized by the German building authority according to  
§ 25 section (1) MBO. 
 

2.2.1  If all requirements for the building products named in section 2.2 are fulfilled, 
GSH issues the CE-mark/mark of conformity (named Ü-mark) and announces 
this as basis for further marking according to the ordinance regulating conformity 
sign (ÜZVO) or CE-labelling directive or declares it for invalid if the applicable re-
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quirements are no longer fulfilled. In this case the building products may not be 
marked from this time on with the Ü-mark. The issuing of the Ü-mark may not be 
dependent on the award of the RAL quality mark. 

 
2.2.2 The performance of the external monitoring including product testing and certification 

is regulated in the implementing rules for the award and use of the respective RAL 
quality mark which is set in agreement between GSH and the recognition authority.  

 

2.2.3 For the purpose of quality assurance GSH has following tasks  
 
- to create qualitymark-statutes with implementing rules, 
- to make sure that users of the quality mark comply with these statutes for the quality     
mark, 
  - to make sure, that the quality mark user commits himself to only label the products 
and services with the RAL quality mark, whose quality is guaranteed. 

 
 

3 Membership 
 
3.1 Types of membership 
 
3.1.1 Everybody who produces insulating products (section 1.3) or uses PU-foam and 

wants to use the quality mark or would like to use the „Übereinstimmungszertif-
ikat“ can become ordinary member. With applying for membership at the same 
time there has to be an application for the respective quality mark and/or the 
„Übereinstimmungszertifikat“. The membership in the GSH may not be depend-
ent on memberships in other associations. 
  

3.1.2 Every person or company that does not produce insulating products (section 1.3 
in terms of 3.1.1) or is just interested in quality-protection work or wants to partic-
ipate as expert witness to serve the purpose of the GSH can become a guest 
member.  

 
3.1.3 If a company produces insulating products in terms of section 3.1.1 as well as 

raw material or raw material systems (recipes) the company can become ordi-
nary member and guest member at the same time.  

 

3.2 The inclusion of a new GSH-member has to be in writing and sent to the GSH-
business office.  In the application for membership the applicant has to 

 

3.2.1 declare on which basis the insulating product is produced in terms of section 1.3 
and in which group the company would like to become member (section 1.3), 
 

3.2.2 oblige to recognize and comply to GSH guidelines and regulations of the statutes 
and the respective quality assurance. 

 
3.3 Depending on the raw material every ordinary member belongs to one, two or 

more groups (section 1.3). 
 

The membership for an additional group can be applied belated by ordinary 
member in writing to the board of GSH.  

 

3.4 The managing board decides on the admittance of members. In case of rejection 
the applicant can file a complaint to the legal committee within 4 weeks after re-
ceiving the notice of rejection. Should the complaint be dismissed, the complain-
ant can take legal actions within 4 weeks of receiving the negative notification. 
The reason for rejection of the application and for the complaint has to be justi-
fied. 
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3.5 The membership ends with death, application to open insolvency proceeding, 
suspension or resignation. The letter of resignation has to be sent in writing and 
as registered mail to the GSH office with a period of notice of 6 months to the fi-
nancial year. With withdrawal the member loses the right for external monitoring 
including product testing and certification. For already issued compliance mark 
section 2.2.1 applies. 

 
3.6 The managing board can decide about the suspension 
 
3.6.1 if there is severe or repeated violation against the regulations of these statutes 

including implementing rules, statutes of the mark, quality and testing regulations 
or severe violations against the statutory resolution of GSH institutions, 

 

3.6.2 if the requirements for a membership are no longer met according to section 3.1, 
  

3.6.3 if within one year an ordinary member cannot meet or achieve the  award of RAL 
quality mark or the German Mark of Conformity or if a RAL quality mark cannot 
be applied, 

 

3.6.4 if the ordinary member´s right to label his products with the German Mark of Con-
formity has been withdrawn, 

 
3.6.5  if the application for awarding the RAL quality mark has been finally rejected, 

 
3.6.6 if a member falls into arrears with due fees, disbursed costs for inspection, con-

tractual penalties or fines despite reminder, 
  

3.6.7 before the suspension of the member comes into affect the board gives the 
member the opportunity to give a statement within a period of 4 weeks. The deci-
sion about the suspension has to be explained and will be sent to the party con-
cerned in writing with registered letter. 

 
3.7  Within a time period of 4 weeks after the receipt of the notification of exclusion 

there is the possibility to file a complaint to the legal committee (section 14). 
 

If the complaint should be rejected the complainant can bring about a decision 
according to section 17. 
 
In case of section 3.6.3 and after expiry of the named time limit the exclusion can 
only be averted if the member can provide evidence of a new, positive initial test 
and then take on the labeling. 
 

3.8 Lodging such an appeal shall not have suspensive effect. 
 

3.9 The claims against the former member are not affected hereby. Entitlement of the 
resigned member for assets or possible benefits from GSH does not apply.  

 

4 Right and Obligation for Members 
 
4.1 RAL-quality assurance 

Ordinary members according to section 3.1 are entitled to gain the RAL quality 
mark. 
 

4.2 Field of building supervision 
 

Every ordinary member has according to section 3.1.1 the right of 
- Certification see § 25 section. (1) MBO and 
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- external monitoring including necessary product test see § 25 section. (2) 
MBO. 

 
The members may not point out the statement of facts about the external  moni-
toring including product testing and certification as long as they have not received 
the Übereinstimmungszertifikat.  
 

4.3 The members are kept informed by GSH about all questions concerning their 
field of activity. They can use their statutory right to take part in the general as-
sembly or through attendance with authorized representatives. 

 

4.4  The rights arising from the membership (section 4.1 and 4.2) can only be trans-
fered to a third party if the board approves this.  

 
4.5 The members are obliged  
 

- to support the ambitions of GSH (Section 2.1 and 2.2), 
- to apply within 6 months after becoming a member in accordance to section 

3.1, for the award of RAL quality mark or for a certificate, 
- to comply with the regulations of the statutory, the quality assurance and the 

statutory regulations of the association body, 
- to comply to the relevant quality and test regulations requirement and quality 

mark conditions when entitled to use the compliance mark / RAL quality mark 
and 

- to pay all fees (section 4.7 and 6.6.4) and contractual penalties on time as 
well as reimburse  GSH for  product testing costs. 

 
4.6 Guest members pay fees in reasonable height. 
 

4.7 Fee regulations 
 

The fees are determined by the contribution order and set by the general assem-
bly.  

 
4.8 The expansion or restriction of rights and obligations for guest members in these 

statutes needs additional the approval of the majority. 
  

4.9 The user of the quality mark represents its own quality of the products and ser-
vices. Liability of GSH, their bodies or representitives is excluded. 
 

5 
 
5.1 
 

 Committees of GSH 
 
The bodies of GSH are 
 

5.1.1 
 

 General Assembly (section 6), 
 

5.1.2 
 

 Board (section 8), 
 

5.1.3  Head of Administration (section 9). 
   
5.1.4 
 

 The Leader of the Monitoring and Certification Body in the following named 
leader of the certification body. In case that a substitute Leader of the certifica-
tion body is appointed the same regulations apply for him as for the leader of the 
certification body (section 10)  

5.1.5 
 

 The Quality Committee /Expert Committee (section 11), 
 

5.1.6 
 

 Financial Auditor (section 13), 
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5.1.7 
 

 Legal Committee (section 14), 
 

5.1.8 
 

 Committee for public relations (section 15). 
 

5.2 
 

 The tasks for these bodies can be seen in these statutes. Delegation of tasks 
from one body to another body can only be settled through change of statutes or 
through authorization which has to be specified in these statutes.  
 

5.3  Anyone who belongs to or constitutes a controlling body of the association  
is obliged to manage the association's business impartial and to handle intern 
business and operational processes of the member confidential. 

   
6 
 
6.1 

 General Assembly 
 
The general assembly is yearly announced by the board within a period of at 
least 3 weeks and with a statement of the agenda. Notifications can be in writing 
or by other electronic means.  
 

  The regular general meeting has to take place within the first six months of a fi-
nancial year. During the general meeting the board presents the annual report, 
annual account and asks for discharge. 

  Furthermore, meetings of the Association council shall be called when the board 
or legal committee or 20% of the members think it is necessary.  
 

6.2 
 

 Requests from members should arrive in time so that the responsible commit-
tees can pretreat the requests.  
 
Requests from members can only be added to the agenda when the request ar-
rives at the business office latest 2 weeks before the general assembly in writing 
and with statement of the request. The other members are then informed about 
the request immediately.  

  Requests, which are not on the agenda can only be accepted if the majority of 
the present members agree. 

  Excluded from this rule are: Elections (section 6.6) and applications for amend-
ments of these statutes and liquidation of GSH (section 18.1). These issues 
have to be in writing on the agenda and sent to the members (section 6.1). 
 

6.3 
 

 Regardless of the number of present participants, each General Assembly con-
vened in the proper manner has a quorum for every issue on the agenda unless 
otherwise specified in these statutes.   
 

6.4 
 

 Every ordinary member (section 3.1) has one vote for each quality controlled 
plant. They can be represented through a voting member with written authoriza-
tion.  
Authorized representatives may not have more than 3 memberships with unlim-
ited number of votes for themselves.  
 
Guest members (section 3.1) have seat and say but no right to vote. Exception 
see section 4.8. 
 

  General assemblies are GSH plenary assemblies in which all ordinary members 
and guest members can take part regardless of their group membership. If the 
member belongs to several product groups (see section 1.3), it has one vote per 
group.  
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6.5 
 

 Resolutions need the simple majority of votes from the attendants and repre-
sentatives unless there is no other proportion of votes stated in these statutes. 
Equality of votes count as rejection. Changes of the statutes need a majority of 
three quarters of the members votes. Section 18 will remain unaffected. Absten-
tions from voting do not count as vote.  

  Changes of these statutes and the RAL-recognized quality assurance including 
editorial changes need the prior written approval from RAL and – if building in-
spectorate issues are concerned – the approval of the recognition authority.  
 

6.6 
 

 General Assembly 
 

6.6.1  receives reports from the board and from the financial auditor and can negotiate 
about them, 
 

6.6.2  elects the board, the quality committee/expert committee, the financial auditor, 
the legal committee and the committee for public relations,  
 

6.6.3  discusses and determines the annual accounts and the budget plan for the next 
financial year, 
 

6.6.4  determines the amount of fees and levies, 
 

6.6.5  determines about changes of these statutes, 
 

6.6.6  makes fundamental decisions about the respective quality and testing regula-
tions, 
 

6.6.7  decides about requests according to these statutes. 
 

6.7 
 

 Votes from members can be made outside of the general assembly in writing, if 
the board decides that. For that kind of vote a time limit must be set with mini-
mum 4 weeks before the general assembly.  
The voting documents need to be forwarded to the companies with registered 
letter. The quorum is given, when postal evidence about the sending of the vot-
ing documents is given. 

  For the voting procedure section 6.3-6.5 applies. 
 

Excluded from this rule are: Elections (section 6.6) and Applications for amend-
ments of these statutes and liquidation of GSH (section 18.1).  
 

6.8 
 

 The general assembly is lead from the chairman of the board or a representative 
authorized through the chairman of the board. There has to be a written record 
(minutes) about the procedure of the general assembly This written record has 
to be signed by the chairman of the board. The same accures for written vote. 

   
 

7 Group Meetings 
 
7.1 Tasks of the group meetings : 

- Topics that concern exclusively members of that group (see section 1.3),  
- vote of the chairman and vote of the members of  working groups,  
- establishment of the expert committees (see section 11.2).  
Furthermore the group meeting defines the levies for group-specified matters. 
  
Decisions of the group meeting only bind the members of that group. Sections 
6.3-6.5 apply accordingly. 
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7.2 For the group meeting calling section 6.1 applies. Furthermore, a group meeting 
can be called on if the board, the chairman of the group or 1/3 of the group mem-
bers think it is necessary to call for a group meeting. 
  

7.3 The suggestions for change or addition of the technical regulations (quality and 
testing regulations) are being worked on in the working committee in accordance 
to section 11.1.4. The group meeting decides its very own specific regulations 
separately. All other resolutions of the group meeting come about when the ma-
jority of producers vote for it (bundling theory). 

 
     
8 
 

 Board 
 

8.1 
 

 Election of the Board 
 

8.1.1 
 

 The board is elected by the general assembly. The board shall consist of the 
chairman and at least one further board member. The chairman of the expert 
committee/quality committee can take part in advisory capacity if invited through 
the chairman of the board.  
 

8.1.2 
 

 Every group can suggest one or more board members according to section 1.3.  

8.1.3 
 

 For the office from the board members within the meanings of section 8.1.2 
principally the chairman of the groups and further candidates from the group are 
suggested for the election.  
 

8.1.4 
 

 If there is no suggestion according to section 8.1.3, the candidates are suggest-
ed from among the general assembly. 
 

8.2 
 

 Election of the charman 
 
The board elects a chairman among its members. 

   
8.3 
 

 Representative of GSH 
Two members of the board represent the association within the meaning of § 26 
BGB (Clause. 8.1.1). 
 

8.4 
 

 Tasks 
 

8.4.1 
 

 Task of the Board is the managing of activities of GSH according to these stat-
utes. The board is responsible for managing the association, the implementation 
of the resolutions of the general assembly (section 6.6) and the administration of 
the assets. 
  

 8.4.2  The board is head of the association on voluntary basis. 
  

8.4.3  Within matters of its own field a board member is excluded from the decision 
making process. 
 

8.4.4 
 

 The board meets at the invitation of the chairman. The meeting is called when 
the majority of the board members think it is necessary. 
 

8.4.5 
 

 The board is quorate when the majority of its members is present. The board 
reaches its decisions by simple majority of votes. In case of parity of votes the 
vote of the chairman is decisive. Within group specific issues the board shall 
adopt its decisions unanimously. 
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8.5 
 

 Honorary Chairman 
 
On recommendation of the board the general assembly may vote one or two 
honorary chairmen for life. Only persons can be elected who took care of the 
well-being of GSH with special motivation, who led the position of the chairman 
for many years and are retired.  
 

8.6 
 

 Joint Meeting 
 
Once a year the board can invite 
 
- the honorary chairman, 
- the administrative leader 
- the certification manager, 
- the chairman of the quality committee 
- the financial auditor, 
- the chairman of the legal committee, 
- the chairman of the public relations committee  
- and the chairmen of the working parties which are associated with the expert 
committee 
 

  to a joint meeting, in which superior issues and interests of GSH can be dis-
cussed. 

 
 
9 Head of Administration 
 
9.1 For the handling of administrative tasks the board can appoint an administrative 

leader. The board has to agree to engagement of personnel.  
 
9.2 Tasks of the administrative leader is to lead the business of GSH, the GSH bod-

ies and the other committees according to these statutes and to handle decisions 
made by the GSH bodies and other bodies impartial upon instruction by the 
board. He takes part in the meetings of the GSH bodies and other committees 
and board meetings on a consultative basis. 

 
9.3 The administrative leader can be appointed by the board as a representative of 

GSH, according to § 30 BGB for current administrative work. 
 
 
10 Leader of the Certification Body 
 The leader of the GSH as inspection and certification body needs the confirma-

tion of the recognition authority. He is obliged to fulfill his tasks independently and 
impartially.  

 
 
10.1 Tasks 
 
10.1.1 The leader of the certification body must belong to the expert committees. He 

takes part as a guest in the board meetings. With regard to the monitoring and 
certification he is not bound to any instructions of other bodies which belong to 
the association. The leader of the certification is obliged to inform the quality 
committees comprehensively in order to perform its functions. 
  

10.1.2 The leader of the certification body has the subject-specific supervision of all em-
ployees as far as they are  involved in the monitoring and certification process. 
He is obliged to create and maintain instructions which indicate the duties and re-
sponsibilities.  
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10.1.3 The leader of the certification body is obliged to document relevant qualifications, 

further training and professional experiences of all employees who are involved in 
the monitoring and certification process.  

 
10.1.4 The leader of the certification body is also responsible for the training of the tech  

nical personnel.    
 

10.1.5 The leader of the certification body is responsible for making sure that the per-
sonnel which is involved with the certification and monitoring takes part in the re-
quired exchange of experience for the building product recognized monitoring 
and certification authorities.  

 
10.1.6 The leader of the certification body is obliged to take appropriate measures if de-

tected that the building product of a member cannot fulfill the technical rules or 
cannot meet the requirements any more.  

 
10.1.7 The leader of the certification body is obliged to inform on request the recognition 

authority and the highest building authority in the national county of the manufac-
turing plant about all results of the certification and monitoring process and to al-
low access to corresponding documents. 

 
10.1.8 The leader of the certification body is obliged to confidentiality against third par-

ties. The findings which were made during the monitoring and certification pro-
cess will only be given with approval of the member. This does not apply for re-
quest of information from the recognition authority, court or authorities in cases 
specified in the relevant legislation. In all such cases the member will be infor-
med. 

 
 The leader of the certification body regulary takes part in updating of standards 
and standardization projects which affect the regulated building product. 
  

10.1.9 If mistakes or violence are determined during the monitoring and certification pro-
cess for the building product and technical rules are broken and therefore could 
lead to severe danger for the public security or order in particular life, health or 
natural living conditions, the certification leader immediately informs the highest 
building supervisory authority of the residence´s country of the production plant 
and the recognition authority about those issues. 

 
11 Quality Committee / Technical Committee 

 
11.1 Quality Committee 
 
11.1.1 Members of the quality committee fulfill their tasks impartially without considera-

tion of individual interests.  
 
11.1.2 The quality committee shall consist of the chairman (he may not be the leader of 

the certification body), the board and the administrative leader, the representa-
tives of the working committees (compare section 11.1.4) and at least one repre-
sentative of the commissioned test institute. Members of the quality committee 
are not bound to any instructions. If concerns regarding partiality should  arise, 
members of the quality committee  are excluded from voting in the specific issue. 

 
  

11.1.3 Tasks 
 

The quality committee has following tasks : 
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 Preparation and presentation from quality and testing regulations which have to    
be decided within the group meetings according to section 7. 

 
 Review of applications and requirements for the award of the RAL quality mark 

whereby he proposes the award to the board or informs the applicant about rea-
sons for the postponement.  

 
 Examination of the requirements for the  withdrawal of RAL quality mark  
 
 Monitoring compliance of quality and testing regulations and implementing rules 

for the quality mark users. 
 
 Coordination of the decisions set by the individual working groups. 
 
 Support of the board with all relevant, technical questions concerning the quality 

assurance (section 2.1). 
 
11.1.4 Working parties 
 

Assigned to the quality committee : 
 
11.1.4.1 one working group Polystyrol (EPS), 
 
11.1.4.2 one working group Polyurethan (PUR) 
 
11.1.4.3 one working group Phenol, 
 
11.1.4.4 one working group Polyurethan-Ortschaum according to RAL-RG 710/7, 
 
11.1.4.5 one working group PUR-Dachspritzschaum according to RAL-RG 710/6, 
 
11.1.4.6 one working group Bound EPS (BEPS), 
 
11.1.4.7 one working group Vacuum Insulation Panels (VIP) 
 
11.1.4.8 one working group Flexible Elastomeric Foam / Polyethylene Foam (FEF/PEF). 
 
11.1.5 Every working group consists of the chairman and at least two or at most 6 addi-

tional committee members which were elected at the group meetings as long as 
there is no deviating regulation. The tasks for the working committee apply to the 
regulations of the quality committee. The activities of the working committee are 
apreparatory and technical work. Their suggestions need the approval of the 
quality committee. 
  

11.2 Expert Committee / Field of building supervision 
 
11.2.1 The group meetings (section 7) establish for every area of approval one technical 

committee which has to be approved by the recognition authority.  
 
The members of the expert committee carry out their tasks impartialy regardless 
of individual interests. 

 
 An expert committee consists of the leader of the certification body of GSH and 

its representatives from minimum three and highest seven manufactures who 
usually are identical with the members of the working committee (section 11.1.4). 
If applicable the recognition authority can demand independent people who have 
nothing to do with the manufacturing companies to join the expert committee. The 
members of the expert committee inform the recognition authority about their pro-
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fessional competence by evidence. Should there be board members within the 
expert committee the other members need to be the majority.  

 
 Members of the expert committee are not bound to instructions regarding their 

decisions. In danger of partiality members of the expert committee can be ex-
cluded from the vote in specific issues. 

  
 Members of the expert committee do not inform third parties about the monitoring 

and certification results and operational facilities of the production plant. 
 
 
11.2.2 With the approval of the board the expert committee can work together with other 

testing, monitoring and certification bodies (PÜZ-bodies) in a manner that they 
form an expert committee and can discuss together all monitoring and testing 
tasks (PÜZ-tasks) and then inform the leader of the certification body of the GSH 
and the other PÜZ-parties involved about the results of the discussions for inde-
pendent realization for their members and clients. In such cases the expert com-
mittee  consists of : 
 
-     the certification leader of  GSH  
- one representative of the involved PÜZ-bodies, 
- one representative of the guest members of the raw material manufactures of 

the area of approval,  
- at least three and at most six representatives of the processors who propor-

tunately amount to the number of monitored GSH-members and all monitored 
representatives from GSH-members and clients which belong to other PÜZ-
bodies. 
  

Every commissioner has one vote. 
 

The leader of the certification body ensures that company-related data of the 
GSH-member, especially specific monitoring results, are forwarded anonymously 
to the expert committee. 
 
The requirements of section 11.2.1 and 12 apply analogously, as far as the re-
quirements of section 11.2.2 does not say otherwise. The quality committee can 
furthermore determine additional procedual provisions in rules of business. 

 
  
12 
 

 General rules for the committees according to section 5.1.2 and 5.1.5 to 
5.1.8 and other committees. 
 

12.1 
 

 The term of office for the commissioners, the financial auditor and the board  
shall be two years and lasts until the new election of the committees. Re-
election is permitted. Only members of the members companies can be elected 
for the committees as far as these statutes do not state different.  
 

12.2 
 

 The members of these bodies lead the tasks of GSH according to the provisions 
of these statutes impartially and handle intern business and operating processes 
from its members  strictly confidentually 
 

12.3 
 

 The decisions of the committees need the approval of the board if they oblige to 
the member companies and/or GSH. 
  

12.4 
 

 The committees are called by the chairman. They need to be called when the 
board, the leader of the certification body or the majority of the committee mem-
bers consider this as necessary. 
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  The committees pass its resolutions by simple majority of the voting members 
present. In case of parity of votes the vote of the chairman is decisive.  
 

  If necessary the chairman can arrange decisions in writing as long as committee 
members do not contradict.  
 

12.5 
 

 The board and the committees (with approval of the board) can employ prepara-
tory working groups for the performance of specific tasks. For that meaning or in  
preparation of decisions they can call on special experts as consultant to help in 
a certain matter. 
  

12.6 
 

 Minutes shall be taken of every supervisory committee meeting of GSH and 
signed by the chairman, leader of the certification body and the minute taker of 
that meeting. The minutes shall be filed. 
  

12.7 
 

 Premature Resignation from Mandate Holder 

12.7.1 
 

 If a member of the board or of the committee resigns from a member´s company 
as employee, his mandate in that body or any other committee ends with no 
need of withdrawal.  
 

12.7.2 
 

 If the resignation of leaving the member´s company is caused upon retirement 
according to 12.7.1, the former member can stay in the body or committee until  
the end of the legislative period if the member´s company and the board agree 
on this. 
 

12.7.3 
 

 If a member of the board resigns during his term of office, the committee on le-
gal affairs (section 14) appoints a new board member who shall be in office until 
the next general meeting. 
  

12.7.4 
 

 If a member of the committee resigns during his term of office, the board ap-
points a new committee member who shall be in office until the next general 
meeting. If a chairman resigns clause 12.10 applies accordingly. 
  

12.8 
 

 The activities of the board and other committees are carried out on voluntary 
basis. On decision of the financial auditor members of the bodies can be reim-
bursed if activities for GSH result in unreasonable financial burden. 
  

12.9 
 

 Guest members can delegate one guest representative with advisory vote into 
the working committees and into the committee for public relations according to 
section 11.1.4. 
  

12.10 
 

 Every committee votes its chairman within one week after the election from the 
midst of its members and informs the head office accordingly. 

   
   
13 
 

 Financial Auditor 
 

13.1 
 

 The financial auditor advised the board in financial management issues con-
cerning GSH. He especially has the task to observe the compliance from the 
agreed budget which was agreed on at the general meeting (section 6.6). He 
further examines the annual accounts and cast and informs the general meeting 
in form of an audit report.  

   
13.2  The general meeting elects one financial auditor, section 12.1 applies accord-

ingly. One deputy may be elected. 
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  The financial auditor monitors once a year all material and economic justification 
of expenses except for documents and receipts concerning fine notices and 
human resources. He informs the general meeting about this in written report. 
 
The auditing can take place randomly.  

 
14 Legal Committee 
 
14.1 The legal committee consists of one chairman and up to four other committee 

members.  
 
14.2 At least one member in the legal committee should have technical expertise for 

production and at least one other member should have commercial expertise in 
distribution of polyurethane foam as insulating material for the building industry 
and should have its main occupation in the member´s company at the time of 
election. Furthermore one member of the legal committee should have the ability  
and qualification for office of judge.  

 
14.3 Competence 
 

Legal committee is responsible   
 
14.3.1.1 to make decisions about complaints against the rejection of  membership  

       applications as member of GSH according to section 3.4 and against the 
       exclusion of a member according to section 3.6, 

 
14.3.2 to appoint a substitute member of the board in case of premature withdrawal ac-

cording to section 12.7,  
 
14.3.3 for all implementing rules regarding the award and use of the RAL quality mark 

regulated cases, 
 

14.3.4 for the legal interpretation of these statutes along with quality assurance and the 
implementation of the guideline which GSH decided on, 

 
14.3.5 to lead the meetings at the annual conference through their chairman (or in his 

absence through his deputy) if elections take place for composition of the board 
of GSH.  

 
 

14.4 Eligible for  interpretations according to section 14.3.4  
 
14.4.1 are members of a body according to section 5.1.2 and 5.1.5 to 5.1.8 named 

committees, the annual conference and administrative leader with the claim that 
a certain statement or a certain behavior of a body or other committee is incom-
patible with the statutes; 
 
 

14.4.2 are member companies with the statement that they have been hurt in their stat-
uary rights as a member company due to measures of a body or other committee 
and have unsuccessfully tried to enforce such rights in writing to the board. 
 
Changes of these statutes can only be contested with claims as follows : 

 
14.4.3 that a not-competent body has decided about changes, 

  
14.4.4 that the changes violate against higher applicable law (for example BGB- RAL-

guidelines)  
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applications according to section 14.3.4 are not allowed if the applications can be 
settled through complaint procedure according to section 5 of the implementing 
rules for the award and use of the RAL quality mark, section 3.7 of these statutes 
or other special regulations. 

 
14.5       The legal committee is called by the chairman. The meeting is called when the   

       board or the majority of the committee members think it is necessary.  
 

If necessary the chairman can arrange decisions of the legal committee in writing 
as long as committee members do not contradict.  
 
The legal committee passes its resolutions by simple majority of the voting mem-
bers. It constitutes a quorum when the members are present by the majority. 
 

 
15 Public Relations Committee 
 
15.1 The committee for public relations consists of the chairman and at least two or 

maximal 4 further committee members. 
  

15.2 The committee for public relations has the task to prepare, carry out and monitor 
the measures concerning the promotion of “quality-ideas” which were suggested 
or agreed on by the board, the expert committee or the annual conference.  

 
16 Confidentiality 
 
16.1 The employees of GSH and the bodies of GSH are bound to confidentiality 

against third parties. Information concerning the implementation of certification  
as well the external monitoring and thereof resulting findings can only be given 
with the approval of the member, exception hereby is stipulated reporting and  in-
formation.  
 
That is not applicable for request of information from the recognition authority and 
courts and administrate authorities imposed by legislation in cases foreseen. In 
those cases the leader of the certification body informs the member concerned.  

 
16.2 Company related monitoring data may only be forwarded to GSH bodies in coded 

form with exception of the leader of certification and administrative leader.   
 
17 Arbitral tribunal 
 
17.1 Disputes between members of GSH and between members and bodies of GSH 

can be solved through an arbitral tribunal on agreement which is effective accord-
ing to provisions of the 10th book of civil procedure. Exception hereby are inspec-
tion related questions.  

17.2 The arbitration agreement is attached to these statutes (see enclosure 4) and 
needs to be accepted with signature from each member.   
 

17.3       This does not effect the right that in urgent cases it is possible to apply for an in-
terim injunction at the responsible, ordinary court.  

 
18 Dissolution of the Association 
 
18.1 The dissolution of GSH can be decided on at the general meeting with ¾ majority 

of votes as long as the application was included in the agenda (section 6.1, 6.2) 
and if at least 2/3 of the member´s companies were present or represented.  
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18.2 In lack of quorum concerning the dissolution of the association there is the possi-
bility to call for a new general meeting within 4 weeks on request of the board or 
the legal committee or with minimum 20% of the members with the aim of liquida-
tion of the association. There has to be a written invitation which has to be sent 
by mail to the members latest two weeks before the intended general meeting. 
This general meeting achieves a quorum regardless of the number of attendees 
whereby at least ¾ of the attendees need to agree to the dissolution. 

 

18.3 The liquidation will be carried out by the board as long as the general assembly 
does not call for other liquidators. 
  
After dissolution of GSH the general assembly decides in favour of the promotion 
of RAL quality idea purposes, about the usage of the remaining GSH assets after 
the repayment of liabilities.  

 
19 Severability clause 
 

Should any of the provisions of these statutes be or become ineffective the legal 
validity of the remaining provisions shall not be affected.  

 
 
 
 

Agreed at the General Assembly Meeting on 13.05.2016 in Hamburg. 


